
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2010 Board of Directors 
 
President: Jack Erdmann 
Vice President: Gary Gritt 
Treasurer: Brenda Minster 
Secretary: Dave Rudd 
Membership: Luiz Cordeiro 
Young Eagles: Vicky Wychesit 
Activities: Glenn Valenstein 
Programs: Jeff Kuklinski 
Publicity: Kathleen Marr 
  
 
 
Happy (almost end) January! Can you believe it is 
almost over?  I can and unfortunately am going to 
make yet another apology.  Many of you knew I had 
spinal fusion surgery Dec 17th.  Like all good plans 

and intentions, I forgot that there is a whole 
different form of flying.  I only spent 2 ½ days in 
the hospital for the surgery but the next 3-4 weeks I 
spent at about 20,000 feet even though both of my 
feet were firmly planted on the ground!   I am glad 
to say life is almost back to normal (whatever that 
is). However, what really what helped the recovery 
the most was seeing many of you at the January 
EAA Post-Christmas party.  Just seeing good 
friends and being in the AHC again was better than 
any of those fun pain meds that had me flying in 
and out the previous weeks.  Luckily, January has 
been a pretty quiet month, so there is not a great 
deal of “news” to report in this- the first 
PROPWASH of 2010.  Please peak ahead though, 
as there are some great things coming up in 
February. So - we included both calendars!!!!!!!   
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     Reflections seem natural 
for the (post) holidays.  Warmth and wood smoke 
odor, a primordial stimulus at any time bring back 
good and great memories of almost a life of being 
an airport bum.   
 
     Don Patoka, an ex-Navy pilot and Leon Sigman 
cut classes and rented an Aerocoupe.  I was sure I 
was the best pilot in the whole world having been 
licensed an Aerocoupe.  I was sure I was the best 

pilot in the whole world having been licensed an 
entire year.  After the bad landings and sloppy 
turns, Don was gracious enough to strongly advise 
me that every maneuver in an airplane should be 
worked on, improved on, and better than before.  
Thanks Don! 
     Think about Virgil Kreder flying to Minneapolis 
in his B-90 to pick up my daughter and her son so 
they might attend my mother’s funeral.  Who can 
help but hold vivid memories of Jack Westerhof 
who made a profession of a cavalier attitude but the 
same guy was an example of how to do kindness to 
others.  There was this horrific trip to St. Louis 
where we picked up two lovely children who had 
been attending an AIDS camp.  Very nasty weather 
made the kindness/sacrifice all the greater.  There 
were many trips for a variety of causes.  Thanks 
Jack! 
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     Judy had car problems in Minneapolis.  First 
responders were Don Gruett and Don Kiel who flew 
me to the rescue in a Duchess.  Thanks, guys!   I 
can’t forget David Rasmussen, an Iowa farm boy 
who quickly went from student to flying for the 
Kohler Company.  When Dave smiled he looked 
like Brett Favre with a pilot’s license.  All the ladies 
loved him but dogs went beserk and wanted him for 
lunch.  David was the best “contact” pilot I ever 
met. 
 
     These names, the happenings….Some vaporous, 
some vivid as yesterday.  Indeed, yesterday I flew 
Norb Langer, a retired American Airlines captain.  
It was an honor just to be in the same airplane.  
How about Willy Dyer who patiently taught me to 
lower the landing gear on a T-6 before landing, and 
John Komarnitsky the meanest flight instructor in 
the Air Force.   John, I Laughed behind your back.  
As a twenty-three year old, I would have followed 
you to hell and beyond.  I know you worked 
extremely hard trying to turn boys into weapons 
managers. 
 
     There was Louie Kakuk, Dean Crites, Harry 
Chaplin, Paul Riddle, Jeff Magnus, Dave KernJay 

Hookstra, Elaine Kauh, Orville Krueger, Mark 
Kreuser, Jim Sikovitz, Dave Brada, Mike Dodge, 
Steve Berk, Paul Hanson,  Shad Winget, Heinze 
Mueller, Leroy Sukowati, Tom Rogers “Boz”, 
Norm Kleman, Bud Sciples, Jim Wheeler, with 
perhaps hundreds more meaningful names to be 
added to the list.  But 62 years in a hobby that 
became an obsession amassing faces, names and 
events, creates recall overload.  Ernest Gann 
described us as “a band of brothers.”  I cannot 
correctly spell my brother’s names but I loved them 
all. 
 
     There were fun moments too.  Lee Szalewiski 
while working on an IFR rating would point to 
various gauges and switches, identifying each one 
as a ‘Gizmo’.  Well, he became Chico the GIZMO 
flyer.  Jaye Peaslee pointed to each item as a 
‘BOOGER’.   This is nothing like high tech. 
 
     In truth though, there was only one guy from the 
airplane I really did not like.  We’ll fry him in a 
future article.  His name is Jerry. 
 
- Leon Sigman 
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Come to the Sheboygan County Airport (SBM) for a presentation on Mission Aviation Fellowship.  
MAF uses Aviation and Technology to advance God's Kingdom in remote, inaccessible parts of the world. MAF is also 
very involved in Disaster relief including the recent earthquake in Haiti. After the presentation, there will be a showing of 
the movie “The End of the Spear” which tells the story of Nate Saint, a martyred Missionary in Ecuador. 
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EAA Board Meeting Minutes      Jan 5, 2010 

Attendance: Glenn Valenstein, Lee Kunze, Dave 
Rudd, Gary Gritt, Seth Minster, Brenda Minster, 
Jack Erdmann, Vicki Wychesit 

Jack called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. 

The treasurers report was given by Brenda. Brenda 
stated that the fuel fund was closed out and that the 
money was transferred to the general fund. Dave 
made a motion to accept the treasurers report and 
Glenn seconded the motion. All were in favor. 

Dave gave the secretaries report. Jack requested to 
have attendance taken at the meetings. 

Seth had one correction. In the minutes it states: As 
activities director next year he would like to get 
some things going. It should read: Glenn as 
activities director next would like to get some things 
going. 

There wasn’t any membership report for this month, 
although there have been some new members that 
have joined. 

There wasn’t any Young Eagles report for this 
month. Lee suggested placing an ad in the press 
stating that we would give Young Eagle rides at 
random, weather permitting. Lee and Dave will 
assist Vicki with Young Eagles. 

There wasn’t any activities report. Glenn said he 
does not have anything in the making, but will start 
getting things together. 

There wasn’t any program or publicity report. 

Open Issues 

Jack asked the board if they wanted to keep the 
board meetings at 7:00 or change them to 6:00. 
With a raise of hands the board decided to change 
the meeting time to 6:00.   

                      

Holiday party 

Seth said he has been getting things together for the 
party. 37 people signed up for the party, but Seth 
will send out another e-mail. Seth has a DVD to 
show and Bob and Sara Lammers have brought 
items in to set up for the party. 

Shirt Sales 

Seth said he has not had any response on shirt sales. 
The board thought we should buy a small quantity 
of T-shirts to keep on hand as well as some polo 
shirts. 

New Business  

Chapter By-laws 

Jack would like to see some of the by-laws updated. 
Glenn had mentioned that the by-laws were updated 
in 2007. Glenn also said that we should make the 
changes to the by-laws at the board meeting and 
bring them to the general chapter for review and 
approval. 

The board discussed the 2010 EAA chapter and 
squadron charter renewal agreement. 

Propwash articles  

Jack would like anyone that has articles for the 
Propwash to submit them to Kathy. Seth suggested 
a new member profile be listed in the Propwash. 

There wasn’t any other new business. 

Wings and Wheels 

Discussion was brought up about getting prices 
from different vendors for porta potties along with 
getting more hand sanitizers. Glenn said we should 
start thinking about getting our insurance paper to 
the EAA headquarters. Glenn also wanted to send 
out a sympathy card for the St. Anna fire 
department as they were always at our Wings and 
Wheels event. Brenda will send out the card. 

Glenn made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Vicki 
seconded the motion. 

Jack adjourned the meeting at 6:51p.m. 

 

Minutes Submitted By 

Dave Rudd  

Secretary  
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Aviation Heritage Center of Sheboygan County 
Sheboygan County Memorial Airport  �  N6191 Resource Drive �  Sheboygan Falls, WI  
53085   

www.sheboyganaviation.com   

    

   The Aviation Heritage Center will be hosting a 
Dinner and Guest Speaker.    

Join us on Thursday, February 25th for a fabulous 
spaghetti dinner and to hear special guest speaker Greg 
Cayon.  Greg is the corporate flight department director 
for Kohler company now, but prior to that he was a pilot 
for Air Force One!!  Advanced tickets will be available for 
$10 at the Aviation Center for the meal and the event. 
 Tickets will also be available at the door for $13. 

Greg Cayon 
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Aviation Heritag e Center of Sheboygan County  
To foster the knowledge and appreciation for the world of aviation. 

Date:Thursday, February 25  
 

Dinner:  6 PM-9 PM 
 

Cost:  $10 advanced 
           $13 at the door  

For more information: 
Call 920-467-2043 or email: 
Director@sheboyganaviation.com 
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JANUARY - 2010 
 
     1 

New Year’s 
2 

3 4 
 

5 
EAA Board 
Meeting 

6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
EAA Chapter  
Holiday Party 

17 18 19 20 21 
AHC Board 
Meeting 

22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31       
 
 
 
Flying Factoid- Did You Know???????     
    The Young Eagles Program that first began in 1992 started out with an original goal of getting 1,000,000 
young people involved.  That program reached its goal just 10 years later in 2002.  Last week the latest number 
reported was 1,523,836!   According to reports from the EAA at Oshkosh, Sheboygan’s chapter has provided 
583 of those opportunities.   That is something to be pretty proud of.  As you may recall from a recent EAA 
release ( http://www.youngeagles.org/news/archive/2009 - 09_29 - Changing of the Guard.asp ),  Harrison Ford 
most recently appointed US Airways Flight 1549 Captain Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger and his First Officer 
Jeffrey Skiles as the new directors of the program.    
 
 

FEBRUARY - 2010 
 
 1 

EAA Board 
Meeting 6PM 

2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 
Movie Night  
7:00 PM 

13 

14 15 
EAA Chapter 
Meeting 

16 17 18 
AHC Board 
Meeting 

19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 
Air Force 
One Pilot -  
Greg Cayon 
6 – 9 PM 

26 27 
Mission 
Aviation 
Fellowship 
1:00 PM 

28       
 


